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Thomas Aastrup Rgmer
Qualified
Thomas Aastrup Remer

Presentation of the applicant

Thomas Aastrup Rgmer (born 1963) is a Danish citizen. He received his PhD in 2003 from Aalborg University and his thesis
was about learning and evaluation in recent educational theory. He graduated as a master of political science with a minor
in philosophy from Aarhus University in 1993, From 1994 to 2008 he worked as a university college lecturer. Since 2008 he
has been associate professor of philosophy of education at the Department of Education, Aarhus University.

Academic qualifications

Thomas Aastrup Rgmer’s list of publications includes 69 publications; six of them are monographs, two are anthologies co-
edited by Rgmer, 12 are articles published in peer-reviewed international journals and 18 are articles published in peer-
reviewed Nordic or Danish journals or in anthologies.

Thomas Aastrup Rgmer has submitted eight publications with the application:

“At lzere noget i en verden uden geleender” (209 pages) is a monograph published by Danmarks Peedagogiske Universitets
Forlag in 2005. It is a revised version of Thomas Aastrup Rgmer’s PhD thesis from 2003. The book analyses and discusses
several learning theorists such as, for instance, Dewey, Piaget, Vygotsky, Lave and Wenger. Also, theories on sociological
and psychological aspects of learning in postmodern societies by, for instance, Lyotard, Arendt and Gergen are integrated
in the discussion. The book demonstrates the overview and analytical competencies of the author.

“Uddannelse i spaending” (230 pages) is a monograph published by Klim in 2010. The book focuses on the relationship
between teaching and learning. Thomas Aastrup Rgmer especially criticises modern Danish psychology-based learning
theorists like Knud Illeris and Lars Qvortup. Inspired by philosophers of education such as R. S. Peters he launches a
philosophy-based theory of teaching and learning that is able to integrate questions about the aims and content of teaching
and learning.

“Krisen i dansk paedagogik” (376 pages) is a monograph published in 2013 by Fjordager. The book is an edited version of
80 short blog articles, most of them on current trends and debates in Danish education. The book demonstrates that Rgmer
is an experienced and productive debater,

“Paadagogikkens to verdener” (472 pages) is a monograph which has recently been accepted for publication by Aarhus
University Press. The book provides philosophy-based analysis and critique of many current trends in Danish educational
theory, policy and practice. The philosophical contributions are based on European authors such as Agamben, Harman and
Masschelein and on Danish educational philosophers like Grundtvig. Although large parts of the book are more debate than
research it also includes original contributions to philosophy of education.

“Uren paedagogik” (208 pages) is an anthology co-edited by Thomas Aastrup Rgmer and published by Klim in 2011. The
book provides a critical discussion of ideas about educational practice based on research evidence. Rgmer is co-author of
the introduction and author of an article which gives a critical analysis of current trends in Danish education. The article
discusses, like several of Remer’s other works, the ‘decline’ of Danish educational thinking during the last 50 years.

“Uren paedagogik 2" (273 pages) published by Klim in 2014 is a follow-up to the book mentioned above. Thomas Aastrup
Rgmer is co-editor and author of one of the articles featured in this volume. This article is an attempt to analyse the basic
concept of education in dialogue with great philosophers like Kant, Heidegger and Latour. The article is a noteworthy
contribution to philosophy of education.

“Thought and Action in Education” (16 pages) was published in 2013 in the journal Educational Philosophy and Theory. As
the title of the article suggests it discusses the relationship between thinking and action in education. The article criticises,
on the one hand, conceptions that place philosophical or scientific theory above action, and, on the other hand, conceptions
that view action and practice as being above theory. Inspired by the Aristotelian tradition the article proposes a synthesis
of these opposing views. The article demonstrates the author’s ability to contribute to international research.

“The Oblique Teacher” (17 pages) is an essay that is currently under review for the journal Studies in Philosophy and
Education. It was originally written for the NERA conference in 2014. As in several of his other publications Rgmer argues
against the *hegemony’ of the concepts of learning and ‘pure pedagogy’. He argues that schooling is a suspension from
normal social life. He criticises the ‘technocratic’ teacher and proposes the concept of the ‘oblique teacher’ inspired by the
tutor in Rousseau’s “Emile”. The article reveals Rgmer as a creative philosopher of education.

Teaching qualifications

Following a decade as university college lecturer Thomas Aastrup Rgmer has taught at universities for the past decade. He
has mainly taught master-level courses on philosophy of education and general educational theory. He has supervised
about 25 master’s theses, and for 13 years he has taught an EU-funded master’s course in Maastricht on comparative
European social studies. His is currently acting as supervisor for one PhD student.



Rgmer has submitted an extensive teaching portfolio. He reflects on university teaching in continuation of his academic
work: Teaching is an act of investigation, and education is about being in a university together with the students. Rgmer’s
teaching portfolio also contains examples of course planning. Examples of student evaluations of his courses demonstrate
that he is a competent teacher whose teaching is valued by the students.

Other qualifications
Besides research and teaching, Thomas Aastrup Rgmer has documented several other relevant qualifications:

Organising: Rgmer has organised and led several research seminars.
Editing: He has co-edited the two volumes on “Impure Pedagogics”.

Debating: Rgmer is a well-known and much discussed public debater on educational issues, and he has received an award
for being “particularly outstanding in the educational landscape”.

Concluding overall assessment

Thomas Aastrup Rgmer’s list of publications and the submitted books and articles demonstrate that he is a very productive
researcher. Most of his work is in Danish, but he has also written several research articles which have been published in
prestigious international journals. He has extensive knowledge of many different theories and he is a distinct analyst and
debater and a keen controversialist. Furthermore, he is an experienced and competent teacher.

Compared to the requirements in the announcement he has proven competent primarily in philosophical, but also in
sociological aspects of educational theory and their relation to practice. He has written about both normative and
empirically based theories, on the relationship between theory and practice, focusing especially on schools, and on the
development of knowledge about education, teaching and schools.

Thomas Aastrup Rgmer has only done empirical research as a research assistant, but he has discussed empirical research
and its relation to practice extensively.

Thomas Aastrup Rgmer is deemed qualified for the professorship of education.



